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Policy  
The United States Coast Guard (USCG) clarified that motorized eFoils (also known as 
hydrofoils) and motorized jet boards (also known as motorized surfboards) are classified as 
vessels (see attachment). 
Motorized eFoils and jet boards are subject to vessel titling and registration requirements in 
California by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV).  

Procedures 
To be operated on California waterways, DMV must register and assign CF numbers to 
motorized eFoils and jet boards.  
Follow existing vessel registration procedures when registering motorized eFoils and jet 
boards.  

Background 
Some customers are being turned away when they attempt to register these vessels with 
DMV, due to unfamiliarity with USCG’s decision. 

Reference 
Memo-16750, Chief, Gifford Verne B. (1009834237), Boating Safety Division 
U.S. Coast Guard 092321  

Distribution 
Notification of this memo (available at dmv.ca.gov under Vehicle Industry Services) was made 
via the California DMV Automated Email Alert System in December 2023 to the following: 
• Vessel Agents 
• Registration Services  

Contact 
Call the DMV Customer Care Section at (916) 657-6560 for further clarification of this 
memo.  
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