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Effective: Immediately  

New Information 

The Verification of Vehicle (REG 31) form was revised (see Attachment A) and is 

available at www.dmv.ca.gov. 

Effective January 1, 2018, only accept the REG 31 (REV. 9/2017) unless the  

REG 31 (REV. 2/2016) was completed on or before December 31, 2017.  

NOTE: Vehicle verifications completed prior to December 31, 2017, on a REG 31  

(REV. 2/2016) may be accepted provided the verification is submitted to the Department 

of Motor Vehicles (DMV) on or before March 31, 2018. 

Changes to the REG 31 

Front page: 

 Vehicle Description—on the top right of the form, a box was added for off-highway 

vehicles (OHV) to indicate whether the emissions are complying or noncomplying. 

 Section 6—Secondary Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)—the secondary VIN 

section was removed. 1970 and newer model year vehicles (except OHVs) must have two 

points of verification. The U.S. Federal Certification Label is the only acceptable 

secondary point of verification for 1970 and newer vehicles and serves two purposes: 

—As a secondary verification of the public VIN. 

—To indicate the vehicle complies with U.S. Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards  

    (US FMVSS).  

NOTE: Only the California Highway Patrol (CHP) may search for an alternative VIN  

other than the U.S. Federal Certification Label. If the vehicle is street legal, but the 

applicant is applying for OHV registration, the vehicle must have U.S. Federal 

Certification and emission labels applicable to the street legal model year. The U.S. 

Federal Certification Label is not required on 1969 or older year model vehicles. 

 Section 9—Emission Label Indicates—the section heading was updated to include “All 

vehicles—1968 and newer model years, except: motorcycles—1978 and newer model 

years, heavy duty original equipment manufacturer (OEM) diesel vehicles—1980 and 

newer model years, OHV—2003 and new model years.” 

 Emission Label Test Group or Engine Family Number—below Section 9 (next to 

Remarks) a box was added. An Emission Label Test Group or Engine Family Number is 

located on emission labels and must be collected for model year vehicles listed in Section 9. 

—Test Group is most common for automobiles. 

—Engine Family is most common for motorcycles and OHVs. 

—Test Group and Engine Family may be shown on the label as Group, ENG, Family, or 

    Emission Family.  

—A motorcycle emission label may be on the frame or under the seat or box compartment. 
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Changes to the REG 31, continued 

NOTE: Do not indicate the evaporative (EVAP) or permeation (PERM) family numbers, 

which are also present on emission labels. Test Group and Engine Family Numbers will 

always have a decimal point (EXAMPLE: EFMXT03.73DP). EVAP and  

PERM family numbers will not have a decimal point (EXAMPLE: EFMXR0265NBV) 

(see Attachment B).  

 Remarks—below Section 9, if a “See Remarks” box is checked on the REG 31, a remark 

must be entered in this section with enough information and detail for it to be understood. 

EXAMPLE: “document faded; unable to read VIN” versus only writing “VIN” with no other 

explanation. 

Back page: 

 Body Type Model (BTM) Codes—in the Commercial column of this section, “Cargo 

Cutaway” BTM was changed to “Box/Cargo Cutaway” BTM. A box truck, also known as 

 a “cutaway,” is a commercial vehicle that has a cab and fully enclosed separate 

rectangular-shaped box for storage/cargo with a rear-facing door for loading and unloading.  

Additional Information 

Control arms connect the vehicle’s front suspension to the frame. Control arms are 

considered axles for vehicle verification purposes. For example, a regular four-wheel 

pickup will have control arms in the front and a straight axle in the rear, which makes it a 

two-axle vehicle. 

Procedures  

Order revised REG 31 (REV. 9/2017) forms using normal supply channels. Upon receipt 

of the revised REG 31 (REV. 9/2017) forms, recycle existing stock of prior versions 

following current procedures. A blanket shipment will not be sent. 

Background  

The REG 31 was revised to add fields and clarify important information.  

References 

Vehicle Industry Registration Procedures Manual, Chapters 1 and 15 
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